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Greetings! I've been asked to introduce myself as the incoming Assistant Chapter Direc-
tor (ACD). Most of you know me; however, you may not know much about me. So, here is
a brief description of my journey.

My lovely wife, Gina, and | were both born here in Shawnee. | won't tell you which of us
was born first (but it wasn’t me!). Our families have been close friends since the 1950’s,
although we really didn’t grow up together. | moved out of State in the 3" Grade, returned
for my freshman year, and then left again until | was a junior in college. | got my first mo-
torcycle, a Yamaha XT 125, just before | turned 15. | put about 6,000 miles on it in a year
buzzing around the streets of Shawnee. My first street bike a few years later was a Honda
Shadow 500, which | only rode for a few months.

| returned to Oklahoma in 1992 to complete my undergraduate degree at OU. After
graduating, Gina and | reconnected through her stepmother. Her cousin in Tulsa had a
1978 GL1000 he was selling. | missed having a motorcycle so | mentioned to Gina about
buying it, not expecting a positive reaction. | didn’t know that she grew up riding with her
dad and was all for the idea! One day | returned home from work to find a note hanging
from the handlebars of our bike. It was information on GWRRA and an invitation to their
monthly meeting. We decided to go and check it out. However, we took the car to the
meeting because Kaylie, our oldest daughter, was only 5 months old at the time. We still
have her first GWRRA vest! We joined and were members of Chapter N in Norman for
several years, eventually serving as both ACD and CD. This is where we first met Mike
Wierzbicki, who has been a close friend ever since.

We had our GL1000 for about a year when | saw a beautiful grey 1982 GL1100. Our
GL1000 had the Vetter fairing and bags, but this thing was covered in chrome and beauti-
full We were able to get the price right and made the deal. Unfortunately, | was disappoint-
ed in the performance. Because of the extra weight it just didn’t have the “get up and go”
of the GL1000. About six months later we found a 1985 GL1200 Limited Edition. | loved
that bike. It handled so much better than the GL1100. After about another year, a ‘too
good to pass up’ deal came by on a 1988 GL1500, so again we moved up. It had over
100,000 miles when we bought it and we added quite a few to it, including riding to our
first Wing Ding in Billings, MT in 2000. | decided | wanted a slightly newer model and
found a 1993 model in Ft. Lauderdale, FL on the internet. We flew down and rode it home.
This is the bike Allison, our youngest, and | were riding in Ada in late 2002 when a lady
ran a red light and hit us. | saw her coming but was unable to avoid getting clipped and
ejected from the bike. Alli was three at the time (but wearing her helmet and gear). We de-
cided that young family life wasn’t the best time for Winging so we went the next several
years without a bike.

Just before moving back to Shawnee, my sister found a 2003 Suzuki Intruder 800 for
sale by one of her co-workers. While not a Goldwing, it was great to be back on a bike!

We missed our wing though and soon decided it was time to get back on the road. | pur-
chased a 1996 GL1500 on eBay in Houston, and again flew down and rode it home. Gina
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decided to get her license and began riding the Intruder. The girls didn’t like riding on the
back of the Intruder too much though! While at one of the cookouts at Honda, | started look-
ing at possibly trading up to a GL1800. Shawn, one of the salesmen, called me a few weeks
later about a great 2002 yellow 1800. | told him I didn’t want a yellow bike and refused to go
look at it. A few days later | saw it sitting in front of the dealership and stopped just to check it
out.

The next Saturday was again the cookout. After the cookout, Gina and | decided to take it
for a test ride and the rest was history. We decided that Gina needed a more comfortable ride
for her and the girls and we bought her a 1986 GL1200, which she rode for about a year. It
was a definite improvement over the Intruder but more difficult to handle. After discovering
how well the GL1800 handled, | thought Gina could handle one and give her and the girls an
even better ride. It took some convincing, but eventually we found her a 2003 this past spring
and we rode as a family to our second Wing Ding this year in Knoxville. She is doing great
riding her “Red Hot Momma”!

Professionally, | am the Clinical Director for Rural Area Counseling Center, based in Shaw-
nee. We are a home-based counseling agency for Medicaid clients, although we are currently
working to expand into private insurance as well. We cover seven counties at this time. | am a
Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) board certified hypnotist, and certified hypnosis in-
structor. | am completing my PhD in Educational Psychology at OU, which has caused me to
miss many dinner rides and activities in the past due to my class schedule. Gina worked pro-
fessionally as a secretary for many years, mostly at the state offices for DHS. She is currently
a homemaker and also manages our hypnosis practice from home. Kaylie and Allison, our
beautiful daughters, attend Dale Middle School. We purchased a Honda XR100 for them and
they have been learning to ride as well.

Having a family, career, and school obligations make it difficult for us to attend some activi-
ties, but we are excited about being the ACD and being much more active than in the past. |
realize my primary role as the ACD is to make the CD look good. With Susan as the CD, this
will be a big job! Of course, | am joking. | know she will do a great job and am looking forward
to working with her and the greatest GWRRA chapter in the State — OK-B!!
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We retired to Shawnee from Fountain ValleyjfGania the end of July 2010.

Howard is from Oklahoma and came to Shawnesnwis aunt and uncle gave him
a home after the orphanage in Pryor, he was 13e Hriday after graduation from
Shawnee High, class of '67, he was in Camp Pendletdlarine. Debbie was raised
and educated in California. She taught schoolichita, KS and California.

Howard loved California and always wanted &f@aia blonde. They met and fell
in love in California, eloping to Reno, NV. Ouruwinters, Nancy and Brianna, both
live in California. We have three grandchildremaidon, 17, Brookelynn, 15, and
Jack, 3 and we see them as often as we can. Véethep will attend O.U.— time will
tell. Howard wants O.U. football tickets.

Howard has ridden motorcycles since 1971. bélght a 2010 Gold Wing in June
and had it triked in California. We had the tri@pped to Shawnee in September of
2010. We were members of GWRRA-OK-Chapter B befloectrike arrived.

We became the Chapter’s M.E.C. in October 20d6ward gladly hugs and kisses
(when appropriate) and Debbie handles the papek.wd¥e do our best and have
failed miserably at the computer part but
are improving all the time. We have
planned rides, parties, and bake sales. We
have made really good friends. Our
church, New Beginnings, is our church
family. Chapter B is our GWRRA family.

Fun is where it’s at for us. The safety
and knowledge are great parts of GWRRA
but fun is the best part. Fun underlines
everything we do-fun, fun, fun!

Recently someone asked if Howard was
always happy. Yes! Always. Especially
when we are riding. Oklahoma is home
and Chapter B our friends, more like fami-
ly. The men are a bunch of kindergarteners
according to Debbie. Debbie has made many sisteesibther-mother within the
Chapter. And Howard says he has brothers witrerGhapter. We also do things out-
side of cycles.

We truly hope everyone gives Chapter B a chaide did and it is a blast!

See you down the road—ride safe!!



