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Remembering Max 

By Jack Leach 

 

     This month we lost one of our chapter members and a good friend, Max 

Hixson.  Max joined our chapter a couple of years ago and from the very 

beginning was very active in our group participating in nearly every event 

that we had.  He dearly loved to ride and hardly ever missed an opportunity 

to do so, if it was just a dinner ride or a much longer ride to a convention, he 

was eager to go. 

       What our chapter didn’t realize when Max first 

joined, was how extremely talented that he was.  He 

was a quiet, unassuming man and it wasn’t until later 

that we learned of some of his abilities and accom-

plishments.  The 1934 Ford coupe that he built from 

the ground up is truly a work of art.  He was also an 

accomplished woodworker and an electrician.  He 

made several innovative modifica-

tions to his Gold Wing and was the Technical Coordina-

tor for our chapter.  Max and Jan were very generous 

with their time and resources in support of Chapter B 

and our projects such as the 

Hope House Children’s Shel-

ter.   We are all fortunate to 

have known Max.  He was a 

good friend and he will be 

missed.         �



 

2 

�����������	
���������
������������	��
	���
	�������������	��	�
�

����������
���
���	��������������
��������������������������
���	�	
�����
���	�
�
�����
�������
�����������
���������
��

���
�	
����
�����	��������
��������������
���������
�������
��� !
����
��������������	�"���
�
����
���	���������#�
���
��������������"����
���������
���$��
�����
��
�������
���������
�����	"����
���%	
����

	�
���
	�&��
������	��
������
�����	�
�	��
���	�
	
���� 
�����
����"� ���
��� � � �� ��
����
��� 
�� "
���
���� ��	��� ����� 
�� �����
	���� 	����"���������
�
���
�������
������	��������
����
	�������
����
������	
�����
���
�����	

������
���	��
��

�	��	
��������"����
��
������	���
�����������
�� ���
�����
����
�������	
���
������	
����

	�
!
���
	������
������"����	������������	�����
����
��
�����

�����
����#��� 	
��� �

	�
���
	� 
�� ������ �
� �
��� 
��� ���� ������� ���"� ��
��� ���� ������	� ��	�
�
������
�
������'
"�	
�
��� �
��������
�������#���� ���"��	�� �
� �
������ ����	�����	���������������	!
	���������� �
��� ����� �
� ��� ��	�� ���"� ��
�� ���	
 
�����"� �
�����"� �
� � ����� ���� �����
�
��������
����		
��������
	���	����"���������������	�����	��������������	��������
����	��������
�
������
��
�����
�	��	
�
��������	�
��	
��	���#�������"���������������	
��()!*)�
����"�
�
�����
���	�	
������������
����

��
�����
��
��
��	�������
����
���
���
���
���������
	������	
���
�
�	
����
�����	�����	��������"
����������	
����

	�
���
	��������
��		�������	
���������
��������
�
���	���������"��(��
�	���"
����"����������	
����
����
�����
�������	�
�	����������������+,-���
.���	"��
������
���
������	"
�������
�"����������������������
���
��%"
������������������	"!

������������
��&�������	������		�����������	������	��������	
����

	�
���
	���
�����
	��	������
	�����	���� ����� ���� ���	���� �
� ���� ���������	� ��
�
	�� �
� ���� 
��
	���

�������� 
�� 
�� ����
�
����"��������������	����
�����
��������
	��	���
�������"�
������	
�����"
����"���
���"
���	��� ��������
����������	
�������
��"�����
��������"
���	
���
������	
����
��������	
����

	�
���
	��/��
����"��"
�	�	
��������
��
�
���
���
������	�����	��
���
��
���
���
��	
��
������	
����������	�
�����"
��
	��
��
���"
����!
�

���0	����������"�	�1����2������
���
����	�1�
	�����������"
��	
������������
�����3
�����������

��

���
������
��
���������
�	
��������������
����	��
������	
�
������������
�����

����
��!

����
�	
���%�	��&�
	�%�
���"&���#�����	�
������
�������	
���
����
����������4
��������
�������
"
��������
��"�������������4
��������
�����
�	����"
���	���
��
������	����
��
	���
�"���5
��6�

��
���	���		�����������������7��	���	
��	��������	�
�
���4
��������
���
��������
�����
���
����
������	�6�������	
�
���������	
��������8.44��	��
�������

��
�������
�
����	
���
����������	��
	���

��0������������
��
���2��
���9!*����
�����������������
����
!
	����"�
���	
���
��"
�����������	
������
����
�������
����

���	�
�����
����
	����
���
�����
����!
�����������
���������
�����
��	
������
��������������
	�����	
����������������������
	���������!
�"��
��
�

��������"
����
�������"
������
��	
�������	��
��������"
��������
������������������
����	
��������
����
���
������	
���������'��������"
���	�����
��
	�������
�����"��������
������
	
������������:��#�
����	��
����
����	"�	
��	�
�������	
�����
�����
������		
������
�	�����
���

��������������������
��������
�����	������
���
���������������
�����	����
�	���
��������������
������
����
	�����	
���������
�����;������"
����������	
����

	!
�
���
	����������
����������������
������4
��������
��0������
��2����<
	������	����
�������	"!

�����
����	
���������	���"�����������������"����"�	
������	������������	
����������
�������
'�������
	���
=���������	"��
������������4
����

	�
���
	������
����
���
���

�����.��������
�
��
����
��
��
��
����������������������
��������
�����������
��	�����������
��
�������
��
��
����������%�	��&��
�����
����.���	��
�������
���
������	���
��������	
����

	�
���
	���
	������
�����
��>����5
��7�����
9?((��,���������������
��
����������
����
��"
��������������������3
�������
��
��������������"
��
������
�	
����
����������
	������
�������
���
���������
������:���������	����
��������	�/��
���
������
��������
���"
�:::�



 

3 

   Our June dinner rides took us to:   Kendalls, Noble;  Jo’s Famous Pizza, Purcell; Big Ed’s 
Hamburgers, N OKC and Blue Moon Café, Ada.   
 
Visits to other chapters:  Chapter N (Norman); Chapter K (Ponca City) .    
 
We had a Parking Lot Practice and CPR/First Aid/AED training.  And we shared a B-Tech after-
noon at Jim’s to work on our bikes.   We shared an afternoon at the Arnold’s engaging in an alter-
nate hobby and enjoying a meal on a Sunday evening.   
 
35 GWRRA members attended the memorial service of our good friend, Max, in June. We are 
missing Max and his smile. Our thoughts are with Jan in her time of loss.  We also grieved with 
Bill P and Joe Mc during the month of June, at the passing of each man’s mother. Also in the 
month of June, we joined in a family spirit as Ric & Teresa W lost their home and most of their 
belongings in a house fire.  Please continue to remember Teresa as she begins her chemothera-
py.  June was a month of great losses for many of our own and we all share those losses with 
them.   
       
     For summaries and tidbits on rides, and more, check out our webpage:  gwrra-bok.org under 
the Meeting Notes tab.  These notes are provided by various Chapter B participants and we are 
grateful to them for taking on this task.  
 
    Be sure to visit out sponsors and let them know you are representing Chapter B and appreci-
ate them sponsoring us.  You can find links to all of them through our website on the “links” tab at 
gwrra-bok.org.  If you think you know of an institution that would like to sponsor our chapter, talk 
to Susan to get the info you need. .   
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Boomerang Award                                      
(Our version of a wingnut award) 
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Kaylie and Allison receive their 

Level 2 patches from Earl, our 

Rider Educator 
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Thanks to Dave Barham (former Region H Trainer) for the inspiration to write this month’s 
article based on ideas he wrote in September 2006.  Revisions have been made to keep it 
current. 
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To Be Seen 

 
    How much “safety chrome” do you have on your bike? Many of us chuckle at that term, 
safety chrome” because we know that most of our chrome has much more to do with vanity 
than safety. However, there is nothing wrong with that. We have spent a lot of money on our 
machines and take pride in them. I too enjoy dressing up my bike and trying to make it look 
nice. Plus, it lets us make our bikes uniquely our own. I recently added some lights to my 
bike (thank you Bill and Larry). There is a definite safety factor in having lights to be seen at 
night. However, I will have to rewire my lights to make that happen because our initial instal-
lation was done more for my own pleasure than for safety. (However, I do plan to do the re-
wiring when I can to be able to run some of the lights at night when I ride).  
    I was browsing the GWRRA message board a couple of months ago. It had probably been 
a couple of years since I had been on the boards. I spent quite a while just browsing around 
and reading many of the discussions. I stumbled across a GWRRA member who had been 
experimenting with different reflective materials to put on the antennas of goldwings. He had 
finally found one that had all the properties he was looking for. The comments from others 
who had used them were very positive. Some said they had been told it was like their bike 
had goalposts at night. The cost was very reasonable so I decided to order a couple and try 
them out.  
    So far there haven’t been too many comments on my antenna reflectors, but I haven’t had 
them on very long. There is a noticeable difference in the right lighting though. Take a look at 
the picture here. This is my & Gina’s bikes parked side-by-side in our barn before I put the 
reflectors on Gina’s antennas. It had just gotten dark and the camera flash shows the differ-
ence. While these are not going to be as noticeable as extra lights, they are much cheaper! 
Plus, every little bit helps. The purpose of MAD is to get motorists to pay attention to motor-
cycles. Anything we can do to make ourselves more visible will be beneficial. These antenna 
reflectors were about $7.00, including shipping. I have no vested interest in them, but wanted 
to share something I found that may be beneficial in making us more visible and safer on the 
road. If you find items that you want to make the group aware of that will help us to be safer, 
feel free to let me know and I’ll be happy to share 
them in a future article.  
 
Stay safe! 
 
Johnie Fredman 
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Do you have a question about GWRRA 
 policy or operations? 

If so, here is your opportunity to receive  
feedback from the Director of GWRRA. 

Send your questions to: Director@gwrra.org. 
Questions & Answers will be addressed in the 

Insight newsletter. 
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 Chapter K (Ponca City) Bridge Ride 

Chapter N anniversary party—Norman 

Dinner ride to 
 Kendall’s in Noble 

Blue Moon Café, Ada                       

Roger 
(Ch. W) 
about to 
indulge 

after 
CPR 

training 

Howard wins 50/50 


